Treatment and Rehabilitation

Every year, the ONCB treatment data base receives large
number of statistics on drug dependence population from treatment
centers. Although these statistics may not represent the drug situation
as a whole but they provide us better understanding on the people who
use drug. Thus, these statistics are analyzed and then applied for a

suitable intervention scheme.

The number of drug addicts
who attended the treatment
centers had decreased from
38,895 in 1997 to 33,633
patients in 1998. According to
the ONCB data base, 235
treatment centers were taken
into account.

Classifying by
geographical regions, there
were 45 centers in Bangkok, 73
centers in the Central region, 26
centers in the Northeastern
region, 63 centers in the
Northern region and 28 centers
in the Southern region.

Other interesting details
of these drug addicts in
treatment centers are elaborated
as follows:

1. Male attended the
treatment center account for
32,905 patients while female
account for only 725 patients.

2. The age group
between 15-19 years old was
the largest group that attended

the treatment center, accounting
for 8,527 patients. For the
group of 20-24 years old,
accounting for 8,301 patients.
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Drug addicts in the treatment center

are taking their medicine



Drug Addicts in Treatment Centers Classified by Age on

Admission

Age Groups Number of Addicts
Below 15 844

15-19 8,527

20-24 8,301

25-29 5,227

30-34 3,941

35-39 2,968

39 up 3,712

Source: Drug Demand Reduction Bureau, ONCB, on July 30, 1999.

3. The age group of 15-19
years old was the largest group
for first drug use and the age of

20-24 years old group came the
second.

Drug Addicts Classified by Age for First Use

Age Groups Number of Addicts

Below 15 5,209

15-19 17,453

20-24 5,288

25-29 2,116

30-34 1,093

35-39 576

39 up 461

4, According to the marital majority of people attended the
status, 22,819 of the drug treatment centers

addicts were single, 8,500 were
married and 1,942  were
widowers and those who were
divorced.

5. Classifying by the
employment status, the

unemployed (9,048). Followed
by the student group (8,328),
the hired labor group (6,726),
merchant group (2,898) and
agricultural  workers  group
(2,472)



6. Principal drugs that
had been used during the last 30
days before admission to the
treatment center are heroin

(19,321 patients),
methamphetamine (11,728
patients), opium (1,562

patients), volatile substances
(616 patients), marihuana (270
patients) and others (103
patients).

7. Most drug patients
still prefer to smoke drugs
(16,848) rather than injecting
(14,992), inhaling (655) and
eating (584).

8. Five principal drugs
for first drug use were heroin

(17,507 patients),
methamphetamine (11,081
patients), heroin mix with
marihuana (1,583 patients),

opium (1,267 patients), and
volatile substances (708
patients).

9. The reason for drug
addicts to give up drugs is
basically selfmotivation.
However, other reasons such as
family coercion, unable to
afford drugs, poor health and
fear of being caught were less

significant.
Regarding these drug
addicts classified by their

present address, most of them
live in Bangkok (10,060). For

other regions, they live in the

Central part (9,868), the
Northern part (6,799), the
Southern part (4,102), the

Northeastern part (2,490) and
those who lived abroad but
come back to get treatment in
Thailand (188).
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