Observations on the 1999-2000
Opium Survey

Due to poor weather conditions
between September - October 1999, and
again between February - May 2000, the
opium cultivation survey did not cover
all planned areas. Based on the 1999-
2000 opium survey, opium cultivation
decreased 24.54% from the previous
year. Potential opium cultivation areas
expanded in 76 highland units which
were located mostly near the junctions of
Chiang Mai and Mae Hong Son
provinces. Fields were located in
isolated areas away from villages and
roads. Farmers replanted poppy in the
same field in order to avoid eradication
and average opium field size was smaller
than the previous year. Furthermore,
overall opium cultivation decreased due
to the effectiveness of the opium
eradication campaign.

Farmers increasingly use
sprinkler systems and fertilizers to
improve yield and allow for cultivation
outside of the traditional cultivation
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window. Fields were increasingly
located on steep mountainsides which
are more difficult for eradication troops
to reach.

For consumption, most hilltribe
preferred consuming an opium mixture
called “yapu” to increase quantity and
improve flammability of the raw gum
when smoked. This method makes it
much cheaper than smoking only raw
opium gum. After harvest, some farmers
collect the seeds from dried opium bulbs
which are later sold for approximately
500-800 Baht per liter. Authorities have
information indicating drug financiers
operating out of Mae Chaem district in
Chiang Mai province and Khun Yuam
district in Mae Hong Son province
regularly purchase raw opium from
farmers.

Raw  opium  prices  were
significantly higher this year. At the
beginning of the cultivation season, retail
prices in highland areas were 40,000 —
50,000 Baht per 1.6 kilogram “joi.” At
the end of the season prices dropped to
15,000 — 30,000 Baht per “joi.”
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Opium cultivation in bed shape at Ban Pui highland unit, Mae Chaem district, Chiang Mai province

Opium cultivation in meadow of BUATONG to avoid detection at Pang Ung highland unit,

Mae Chaem district, Chiang Mai province
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Opium cultivation in bed shape (Top), sprinkler watering system (Bottom) and fenced-in poppy fields

at Mae Sa Top, Mae Chaem district, Chiang Mai province



